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PROJECT SPOTLIGHTS

Santa Barbara’s Stormwater Division Collaborates with NDS to Improve Water Quality
and Curb Excess Run-off at Revitalized Park

Project Name: Bohnett Park

Location: Santa Barbara, CA

Segment: Small<10 acres

Products: StormChambers

Property Type: Municipal

Partners: Santa Barbara Creeks and Stormwaters Division

Challenge: Specifier needed to improve quality of stormwater run-off for area park’s ecosystem

Bohnett Park — which is located in the city of Santa Barbara — was undergoing revitalization efforts to not only enhance

some of the park’s key features but to also improve urban stormwater run-off capture and treatment to help sustain the
local ecosystem. The current drainage system at the park directly discharges into a nearby creek so the project specifier
needed a comprehensive stormwater management solution that would address these two key issues.

Solution: NDS StormChamber system ideal for improving water quality

The specifier was looking for a solution that would improve the treatment of urban stormwater run-off as well as eliminate
any excess water in the park. After a heavy rainfall, the park often experienced flooding, which made the park less usable.
Bohnett Park already had two storm drains and water quality units that covered about six acres of local neighborhoods, but
the water from these drains would eventually flow into a nearby creek — and then make its way into the ocean - so it was
critical to find a solution that could ensure water quality improvements.

The NDS DesignWorx team recommended an underground drainage solution that included the installation of approximately
100 NDS StormChambers. This equated to 11,212 cf of storage beneath the surface of the park. NDS StormChambers are
highly effective at improving water quality and would help eliminate the excess water in the park, allowing the city to utilize
the space above ground for recreation. Because NDS StormChambers are engineered to mimic natural environmental
processes, they also help to protect the water and aquatic animals. The specifier cited that treating stormwater was
important to their ecosystem to help ensure the health of the animals and fish species in the creek, including an endangered
species of steelhead trout. The NDS Stormchamber units ensured that this would be accomplished, which is why the
specifier and the city chose to utilize this system.

Impact: Use of NDS StormChambers led to more usable park space and improved water quality

While the NDS StormChamber system did help save time and money, more importantly, its low impact design allowed the
city to capture, treat and improve run-off from storm events and protect the fish population. It also eliminated the issue of
flooding the park would experience after heavy rainfall, providing more usable recreational space for area residents.

For a video of the project, click here.
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